"But God Meant It Unto Good" (Genesis 50:15-21) 

Proposition: Every child of God can know that God will use their 

suffering for their own good and God's own glory by holding fast 

to the following three truths in our text. 

I. Suffering Comes to Instruct us into God's Way 

A. A Way not of Self Diagnosis 

B. A Way of Sovereign Determination 

II. Suffering Comes to Inject us into God's Work (Vs. 20) 

A. A Work that Spared from Famine 

B. A Work that Saved a Family 

C. A Work that Secured a Future 

III. Suffering Comes to Enclose us into God's Will 

A. To Enclose Us in His Plan 

B. To Enclose Us in His Purpose 
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1) ...few days later the mare came bolting into his corral, 
uoiiii bringing with it a massive snow white stallion. His friends 

crowded around. "That's good news!" they cried. "What 

makes you think it's good news?" he asked. "Maybe it is 

i(\i a; bad news." Later that week, his son was riding the stallion, 

u; yif trying to break it. He was thrown off and he broke his leg. 

.'< The friends came. "That's bad news," they cried. "What 

? 9Mc makes you think it is bad news?" asked the Chinese 

.-ajiiu gentleman. "Maybe it's good news." The next week, war 

i??<1 b broke out with Mongolia, and a Chinese general came 

^ri U. through town drafting all the young man. He took them all 

*'o.n and they were all later killed, except for the young man 

oi giM who couldn't go because his leg was broken. The 

i-»jjt..; Chinaman said to his friends, "You see, the things you 

Hiibv. thought were bad turned out good; and the things you 

thought were good turned out bad/' ■ 

2) ...misunderstanding, slander, false accusation, 
imprisonment, and being forgotten. But yet this was the 

r V path or the way of God. That fact reminds us that this is... 

3) ...wise providence of a loving Father Who does all things 
ooY well and (as it says in Romans 8:28) promises to make 
-itil i; everything work for good." ^^ '->vfe' ^^i .wo loh 


1) Romans 11:29 For the gifts and calling of God are without 
lerl., repentance, w r- noot "^•^fi'"' r, .; : ^ i^hwcio 

2) ...testimony in the midst of suffering, God may use to the 
33, saving of many lives. Amy Carmichaei was a missionary to 
tr.ri South India. Had she never experienced suffering, her 
0^ > name would probably not be well known today. She spent 
16V. fifty-six years on the mission field and never returned 
ort. home to England on furlough. An accident damaged her 
i)f, - leg and left her bedridden for the last twenty years of her 
ner- life. It was during these years in bed that she wrote most 
9rtT of her forty books. God used her experience of suffering to 
• n\ bring encouragement to millions of people. No matter 
iir- what set of circumstances we receive, God will not waste 

an experience if we remain obedient to him. i-norlt 

3) ...your suffering to reach a wayward son or daughter To 
impact your family for eternity! 

■ .4<A) ...promise of God and securing generations to come. You 
don't know, you have know idea how God is using your life 
and your experiences to impact generations to come. 
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1) ...it be brought in a vase of gold or of glass? Wat is it to me 
whether the will of God be presented to me in tribulation 
or consolation, since I desire and seek only the Divine will? 


2) ...his purposes there are some people I'd like for you to 
talk to. : Ask Moses what good could come out of spending 
years in a lonely job with no recognition? Ask Abraham or 
Daniel what good could come from being sent to a place 
you've never heard of Ask Stephen, Abel, or Jesus what 
good could come from a life being 'snuffed out' in it's 
prime. Ask Ruth, Naomi, or Mary what good could ever 
come from the loss of a loved one. Ask Job what good 
could come from losing your fortune. Ask Paul what good 
could come from physical affliction. Ask Joseph what good 
could ever come from family conflict. 


